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verview

e Abbreviated History of RUFA/RCT
e NOAA'’s Preliminary Working Policy
e Operational Products

e Case Overview
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bbreviated History of RUFA/RCT= £

2004 — PRP’s were beginning to request »'
guidance.

September 2006 - RUF workshop hosted by
Chevron in CA (Proceedings available in 2007)

March 2007 - NOAA developed a preliminary
working policy on RUFA/RCT

September 2007 - Technical paper published by
Stahl et a/. in Integrated Environmental
Assessment and Management

February 2009 — Federal meeting to discuss
RUFA/RCT issues
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IOAA’s Preliminary Working Pofiey*™

e Developed in 2007

e Qutlines 2 options for NOAA personnel:
— Restoration Up-front of Assessment (RUFA)
— Restoration Credit Trading (RCT)

e Restoration Before Injury was not
approved of at this time by DARRP
management.




AA’s Preliminary Working:

(cont.) e ' A

e Numerous operational questions emerged from
the preliminary working policy, such as:
— What authorities can RUFA/RCT be pursued under?
— When and how should agreements be documented?
— What ‘currencies’ can we use?

— Can credits change in value over time based on
performance?

— Does the policy change our priorities?
— How do we incorporate NEPA/public participation?




Jperational Products

e Frequently Asked Questions document

— All NOAA case team members were asked to
provide historical and current questions.

— 13 questions were frequently asked and
encompassed 3 categories:
e Intent to pursue RUFA/RCT

e Selection of preferred projects and credit
determination

e Monitoring




e Evident that case teams were using
different terminology.

e Terms of reference document was
developed to align our vocabulary.
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ase Overview

e 8 cases involving some form of RUFA/RCT:
— Dupont (DE)
— Star Lake Lodge (TX)
— DuPont Beaumont (TX)
— Bayou d'Inde (LA)
— Albemarle (NC)
— Halby (DE)
— Duwamish (WA)
— Hylebos Waterway (Commencement Bay) - RCT (WA)
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e RUFA/RCT schemes meet, at a minimum,
the general guidelines that apply to all
NRDASs.
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fise Overview — Known Eléferits. 8

0 RUFA/RCT schemes (CORt)-c——

e Projects on public land will require some
sort of agreement (MOA or partial CD).

— The only touchstone that immediately dictates
a formal settlement agreement is a
contemporaneous transfer of services (a
project on publicly owned land).
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e |f a PRP ‘definitely’ wants credits applied
to a liability, then some sort of agreement
will be required.

3 increasing levels of certainty:

Project X

Is worth Y
Applied to liability Z

*Subject to public review and public comment process
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e RUFA/RCT schemes are “tools In the
toolbox”

e RCT Is naturally evolving out of RUFA

e RCT has the potential to be a powerful
case management tool (e.g., Hylebos)




Juestions

Contact Information:
John Rapp

1315 East-West Highway
SSMC3, F/HC3, 15t FI.
Silver Spring, MD 20910
(301)713-0174 x174
John.Rapp@noaa.gov
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