




















eggs with warm, moist air, the X8 uses an air bladder inflated with warm air that rests on top of
the eggs. This more closely mimics the conditions in a nest. Eggs were weighed and measured
upon arrival in the facility so that we could estimate weight loss trends. Eggs should typically lose
about 15% of their weight during the 35-day incubation period. If weight loss was above the
predicted weight loss of a healthy bald eagle egg, then we covered portions of the egg below the
aircell with Tegaderm. This reduced water loss through the shell, but allowed gas exchange. The
Grumbach incubator, which can be set at higher humidity levels than the Brinsea, was used for
eggs for which Tegaderm alone could not control water loss. The remaining eggs were placed in
the Brinsea.

Figure 3. Incubation facility with Brinsea incubator (left), Brinsea hatcher (center), and
Grumbach incubator (right).
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