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Comparison of Remote Sensing Platforms for Identification of 
Forested and Non-Forested Wetlands 

Swan Lake Imagery Fountain Grove Imagery 

  

IKONOS Multispectral image; August 2000; 4-meter spatial resolution 

  

  

IKONOS Panchromatic image; August 2000; 1-meter spatial resolution 
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Landsat Multispectral image; October 1999; 30-meter spatial resolution 

  

  

Landsat Panchromatic image; October 1999; 15-meter spatial resolution 
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Landsat Merged image (merge between the multispectral image and the panchromatic imagery); 
October 1999; 15-meter spatial resolution 

  

  

SPOT Multispectral image; August 1998; 20-meter spatial resolution 
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IRS Panchromatic image; September 1999; 
5-meter spatial resolution 
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Cost ($) high high moderate low low low moderate 
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Defined as 
cloud free 

<20% <20% NA 
listed in 10% 
increments 

listed in 
10% 

increments 

listed in 
10% 

increment
s 

NA 

Delivery 
time 

variable variable 
approximately 

2 weeks 
generally <1 

week 
generally <1 

week 
generally 
<1 week 

variable 

Data 
format 

GEOTiff
4
 GEOTiff

4
 BSQ

5
 GEOTiff

4
 GEOTiff

4
 GEOTiff

4
 BIL

6
 

Data 
storage 
requireme
nts 

high high high moderate low high low 

Appropriat
e project 
scale 

local local local regional regional regional regional 

Appropriat
e for 
visual 
interpretat
ion 

yes yes yes yes yes yes yes 

Appropriat
e for 
computer 
interpretat
ion 

no yes no no yes yes yes 

Appropriat
e for 
wetland 
mapping 

limited yes limited limited yes yes yes 

 

  
Footnotes 
1
 Wetlands Image Analysis Project 

2
 Indian Remote Sensing Satellite 

3
 Landsat 7 

4
 Georeferenced raster tiff image 

5
 Band Sequential 

6
 Band Interleaved by Line 

  
Contact Information 
Space Imaging Corporation 
12076 Grant Avenue 
Thorton, CO 80241 
Phone US: 1-800-425-2997 
Fax: 1-303-254-2215 
Email: info@spaceimaging.com 

      

USGS Eros Data Center 
47914 252nd Street 
Sioux Falls, SD 57198-0001 
Phone US: 1-800-252-4547 
Fax: 1-605-594-6589 
Email: custserv@usgs.gov 

      

SPOT Image Corporation 
1897 Preston White Drive 
Reston, Virginia 20191 
Phone: 1-800-ASK-SPOT 
FAX: 1-703-648-1813 
Email: info@spot.com 

 

 


