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AMERICAN TRADER FINAL SEABIRD
RESTORATION PLAN AVAILABLE, APRIL 2001

The final Natural Resource Restora-
tion Plan for Seabirds imjured by the
American Trader oil spill has been
completed by the American Trader
Natural Resource Trustee Council —
National Oceanic and Atmosphenic
Adminmistration (NOAA), US. Fish
und Wildife Service (USFWS) and
Califorma Depariment of Fish and
Game Office of Spill Prevention and
Response (OSPR) — and is now
availuble w the public.

The Plan describes projects selected

1o restore seabird resources. injured as
a result of the 1990 American Trader 2"t Murrics Chick, Anacapa Tstand 2001

incident, which spilled over 400,000
gallons of crude oil offshore of Huntington Beach. This docament also describes the affected envi-
ronment and resources injured by tha oil spill.

The oil contaminated over 60 square miles of ocean waters and |5 miles of shoreling, and affecied
thousands of marine organisms, including seabirds. The Trustee agencies (continued on next page)

' PROGRESS ON RAT REMOVAL ON ANACAPA ISLAND

I's happening. The National Park Service and the |siand Conservation Group slong with the Amarican Trader
Trustee Council successfully implemanted tha first of two phases of a project almod atl removing rats from
Anacapa lgland in the Channal Islands National Park. These unwelcome pests probably invaded Anacaps |s-
fand over 100 years ago and have adversely affected nesting blrds, natlve vegetation and the overall balance
of life on the island, This project should not only enhance bird populations on the island, the main goal of the
Amaorican Trader Trustee Councll, but will also anhance the island’s owverall ecosystem, the man goal of the
Mational Park Service and the Island Conservalion Group.

The westher finally cooparated and tha hilicoptor showed up on Anacapa isiand in early December. The leam
of restoration biologsts ran a safe and amooth cperation spreading rodenticide threughout the habitat of the
biack rat. Prior to the heficopter's arrval, & team of biclogists from UC Santa Cruz's Predatory Bird Research
Group caughtt and relocated predatory binds including hawks and owis. A second application of rodenticide wall
be necessary in 2002 to complste the eradication of rats from the island. After the implemaentation of phase
ane, all involved are even mone optimistic that the overall project will be a complete success
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To request a printed
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Contact;
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FP.0), Box 9442019
Sacramenito, CA

94244-1090

Email,
phelly@ospr.dfe.ca. gov
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| RESTORATION PLAN AVAILABLE
(CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE)

estimiite that us many as 3,200 birds died and 9,500 chicks were not born as a result.

The

Brawn Pelican, a Hsted endangered specles. wus severely impacted with an estimated 195 dead
birds, Other heavily impacted species included grebes and sca ducks. Other at-risk species in the
area during the spill included breeding populations of Xantos's Murrelet and Ashy Sworm Petrel.

Tk RESTORATION PLAN

This Restoration Plan was prepared yomntly by the Califormia De-
partment of Fish and Game, 1.5, Fish and Wildlife Service and
the National Oceanic and Atmaospheric Administration, with con-
siderahle public input. Implementation of restoration projects
began in 2001 and will continue for approximately five or six
years. The intent of the collection of restoration projects is to
compensate for Injuries incurred during the spill and for interim
Insses incurred during the period of recovery.  The plan may be
viewed on-line at hitp:/fwww.darcnw. noaa. goviamirader. him.

MONITORING THE SUCCESS OF THE
ANACAPA ISLAND PROJECT—
XANTUS'S MURRELETS AND BROWN PELICANS

The Xantus's Murrelet ks one of the rarest soabirds
i the world (less than 10,000 breading individi
ala). It only breads on the Channe| Islands of
southem California and =lands off northwest Baja

| Catfernia in Mexico. Introduced predators, such as

| the biack mi on Anacapa (skand, have destroyed or

reduced colonkes throughout the bresding angs.
Lucialy, on Anacaps Isiand, 8 small poputation con-
tnues 1o eust in areas thoughl to be ks accessi-

Il 1o rats.
|

Remcoval of rats from Anacapa & expected 0 resull
in Ingreased breeding numbers. Pre-eradication
afforta invelved the developmeant of monitaring
techniguens Laing traditional visual cbeprvations as
well as more high-tech radar techniques and morns
innovative night spatlight technigues, Since mur
relets are active at night, these unusual tech-
niques have proved imaluable for monitoning

Monitoring will continue in 2002. Post-eradication

being managed by various | monitoring will be conducted periodically for up to

interagency Trustee
Conncily in California
and throughost the

Ulnstedd Ntarers.

tan yoars following the completion of ratl removal

Thia California Brawn Pelican is a federally andan
gered species that nests on the ground an
Anacapa leland, Although the nesting locmions
ara in aroas that have been less intenslvaly used
by black rats on tha sland, nevertheless, it 1s im
portant 1o ensure that these important seabiros
are protected from predaton and habitat destruc.

Menting Califormis Brown Polican, Anscapa Lsfand

tion caused by the rats. The ATTC is funding a con
tinuation of work which will result in 8 comprehen-
sive evaluation of the pre- and post-rat eradicatkon
siatus of pelcans on Anpcopa isiand

Dvaft reports summarnizing (he pre-eradicalion Siatus
of both of these important seabirds should be avail
abla in late 2002.

This workl s baing done for thie ATTC by National
Park Senvice, Channal lslnnds Natlonal Marine Sanc-
wany, Humboldl State Unversity Foundation, Hamer
Consulting and California Institute of Environmental
Studies with assistance from the National Fizh and
Wikdiife Foundation.




AMERICAN TRADER TRUSTEE COUNCIL
REPRESENTATIVES

U5, Fish and Wildlife Senvice
Since 1999, Carol Gorbics
has been the Fish and Wildiife
Service's ATTC represantative.
She s a biologist with exten
sive restoration experience,
She spent aver 10 vears of
her career working on restora
tion activities following the
Exxon Vaidez oil spill in
Alaska. Scott Sobiech, a Envi-
ronmental Comtaminants bl
ologist, is the Service's alier-
nate representative.

EVENTS IN 2001

ATTC contracted with Istand Consemnvation, Humboldt
Eiate Unlversity Foundation, Crascent Coastal Re-
search, California Institute of Environmental Studiss,
Full Frame Productions and Hamear Consulting 1o con-

duct restoration projects.

Matlonal Fish and Widiife Foundation worled closely
with the ATTC to facilitate project implameantation.

A federal district court denled a request 1o stop imple-
mentation of the Anacapa istand Restoration Project.
The litigation will continue into 2002,

ATTC activities wera highlighted in prass coverage from
Los Angeles, Ventura, San Diego and other regional

NEWsPaEpers.

Califimiia. D f Fish & G
Since 2000, Paul Kelly has
been the state’s ATTC repre-
sentalive. He is a biologist
with extensive expariénce and
publications in seabird restora-
tion activities in California, He
has been with 0SPR since its
inception and has respondad
to numercws ol spilis through-
out California. Sieve Hampton,
a resourcs seanomisl, ks
(O5PR's allemate representa-
tive,

Matlanal Oceanic and Almes:
s Afimir:
Jennifer Bovea 100k over as
MNOAA's lead ATTG representa
tive in 2001, replacing Lt
Cmadr Michael Devany. Sheis
a blologlst with extensive oil
spill response. injury assess-
meant and restaration experi-
enes related to saabirds and
other natural resources.
Ratherine Pease, an attomey
for MOAA, i NOAA'S allernate
representative,
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BUDGET REPORT 1998-2001
What about the mice on
Anacapa Island?
American Trader Budget Qverview TR 2y s 5
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Summary of Expenqnures and Obligations e o on e s
Anacapa Tslard Festoration Project & 998,833 o mmm#y“wﬁm
Pelizan Poost Enhancaments and GiS atias & 79,727 painened areat. This papudatin
Restoration Plan Development (TC agencies) 5 141,140 hats deme extremely well and will be
UCDawis - Restoration Plan assistance 5 69,100
Admindstration costs (TG agencies) & 139,580
Contract Administration (NFWF and FWS) 5 88775
Total Expenditures 1,527,165
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