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It was critical to the Avila Trustee
Council that some funds provide for
public education about the watershed,
and two major projects were
implemented:

“Sticking It to Storm Water
Pollution” drain markers and
“Watershed 8¢ Steelhead”
interpretive signs.

In May 2006, The Land
Conservancy in partnership with
San Luis Obispo County, the City of
San Luis Obispo and local residents,
gathered to review maps and then
spread out all over the town to install
sturdy, permanent bilingual storm drain
markers reading “Drains to Creck”.

Teams were also sent out in Avila
Beach, where San Luis Obispo Creek
enters the ocean, to install markers
reading “Drains to Ocean”. A kick-off
event held the night beforehand featured
San Luis Obispo Mayor Dave Romero
(below right) and other dignitaries

STICKINGIT
TG POLLUTION

Sakina Zink and
Chase Doyle join the fun.

5an Luis Obispo mayor
Dave Romero helps out.

& EDUCATION

WATERWAY PROTECTION DAY -
STICKING IT TO STORMWATER POLLUTION

“sticking it” to stormwater pollution
along the beach in Avila.

With the help of more than 250
local kids and families, over 1,450
drains were marked in neighborhoods
throughout the City of San Luis Obispo.
An additional 1,550 markers were
installed at California Polytechnic State
by University personnel and throughout
the County by maintenance crews.

This event promoted (and continues
to promote) the importance of keeping
our creeks clean. Participants found out
first hand just how many drains are
potential pollution sources throughout
the urban area of the watershed. They
learned we all have a vested interest in
recognizing that the water we drink,
the creeks and beaches where our
children play, and the waterways that
steelhead and other wildlife live in are
all directly impacted by the pollutants
that flow into them via storm drains
throughout the county.
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WATERSHED & STEELHEAD SIGNAGE
SERVING AS A CREEKSIDE DOCENT
FOR THOUSANDS OF VISITORS

Tllustrating the value
of San Luis Obispo Crecek to the
thousands of locals and visiting
tourists who frequent much of the
area originally affected by the oil
spill is an important investment in
community support for restoration
and rehabitation projects.

Attractive signage is an asset to the
landscape, and will provide a long-term
benefit to the community originally
affected by the spill.

Six interpretive signs were
installed at popular localities along
San Luis Obispo Creek. The signs are
of similar design, most featuring a large
steelhead trout to evoke familiarity if
the visitor reaches more than one site.

'The uppermost location, at
Cuesta Regional Park north of the
City of San Luis Obispo, features
signage about steelhead spawning
in the headwaters of San Luis
Obispo Creek.

In Santa Rosa Park, along EDUCATIONAL
an urban stretch of Highway 1, SIGNAGE
one sign describes the importance The bird identification sign
of the tributary Stenner Creek for at Avila Beach is viewed by
spawning trout. thousands of visitors and
At Mission Plaza in residents each year.
downtown San Luis Obispo,

where thousands of tourists come
each year to see the mission and
wander along the creek, another sign
was installed explaining San Luis
Obispo’s unique urban interaction
with the creek.

A fourth sign has been installed
along the Bob Jones Bike Trail at the
Bill Roalman memorial site in southern
San Luis Obispo, which discusses
industrial impacts on the creek.

And at Avila Beach Community
Park, where the creek enters the ocean,
one sign discusses estuarine life and
the steelhead trout lifecycle, while
another is dedicated to
ocean birdlife.

This sign at Mission Plaza is
located in one of San Luis
Obispo's most popular

visitor destinations.

PHOTOS BY
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY

AVILA 1992 UNOCAL OIL SPILL SETTLEMENT FUND

WATERSHED ENHANCEMENT
APRIL 1998 — MARCH 2008

A total of $1,208,000 was used
from settlement monies (the $950,000
originally granted, plus interest earned)
to accomplish the projects outlined in
this report. Over 75% of the funds were
used directly on revegetation and bank

Fish Passage, Revegetation, Bank Repair
Project Monitoring and Repairs. . . . .

EXPENDITURES

repair, fish passage improvement,
invasive species removal, fish census,
and community education projects.
'The remainder was spent on
planning, administration, project
monitoring and repairs.

........ $ 716,000 . . . 59%
........... 167,000 . . . 14%

Project Administration, Planning, and Permitting . . . . . 105,000 . . . . 9%

Invasive Species Plan, Plant Removal . .
Steelhead Census . . . . ... ... ..
Educational Signage. . . . . ... ...
Restoration Plan. . . . . . .. ... ..
Storm Drain Markers . . . . .. .. ..

Total Project Monies . . . . . ... ..

TOTAL PROJECT MONIES

.......... 101,000 . . . . 8%
........... 60,000 . . . . 5%
........... 25,000 . . . .2%
........... 20,000 . . . .2%
........... 14,000 . . . . 1%

........ $ 1,208,000 . . .100%

Fish Passage, Revegetation
and Bank Repair
$716,000

Project Monitoring
and Repairs
$167,000

Administration,
Planning, Permitting
$105,000

Invasive Species Plan
8 and Plant Removal
$101,000

Steelhead
Census
$60,000

Educational
Signage
$25,000

Restoration
Plan
$20,000

Storm Drain
Markers
$14,000

©
N

51,208,000 100%
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PARTNERS SEACH
The Avila Beach Trustee Council and gg%?\—jré |E]_

'The Land Conservancy would like to
thank the following people and agencies
indispensable to the success of the

Avila Restoration Projects:

AGENCIES

Avila Beach Civic Association

Avila Beach Fish & Farmer’s Market

California Department of
Transportation, District 5

California Department of
Fish & Game
City of San Luis Obispo
County of San Luis Obispo
County of San Luis Obispo
Public Works Department
San Luis Coastal
Unified School District
United States Army Corp of Engineers
United States Fish & Wildlife Service

PARTNERS
California Conservation Corps
Cal Poly San Luis Obispo
State University
Fossil Inc.
Gaia Graphics & Associates
LSA Associates
Landowners who graciously allowed
access and project completion
Mustang Village
RJ Burke Corporation
Specialty Construction
Volunteers of all ages
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY

AVILA 1992 UNOCAL OIL SPILL SETTLEMENT FUND

Fish Passage, Revegetation
and Bank Repair
$716,000
Praject Monitoring
and Repairs
5167,000
Administration,
Planning, Permitting
§105,000
Invasive Species Plan
YR and Plant Removal
$101,000

Steethead
Census
560,000

Educational
Signage
$25,000

Restoration
Plan
§20,000

Storm Drain
Markers
514,000

TOTAL PROJECT MONIES

WATERSHED ENHANCEMENT EXPENDITURES
APRIL 1998 — MARCH 2008

A total of $1,208,000 was used
from settlement monies (the $950,000
originally granted, plus interest earned)
to accomplish the projects outlined in
this report. Over 75% of the funds were

used directly on revegetation and bank monitoring and repairs.

Fish Passage, Revegetation, Bank Repair . . . . . . . . $ 716,000
Project Monitoring and Repairs. . . . ... .. .. .. ... 167,000
Project Administration, Planning, and Permitting . . . . . 105,000 . . .
Invasive Species Plan, Plant Removal . . . . .. ... ... 101,000, . .
SteelheadCensus . . . . . . . .. it vt vt vt i o un. 60,000. ..
Eduritional SIpnape. s s s s v b n s Mi s 88 m 8 25,000. . .
Restoration Plazi.: ¢ o s 9 50 4 5 9 6 v 6 % 50 6 %0 & % 6 5 5 5 20,000. . .
Srorin Divains WIaRleers . . o 2 5 oo 5 50 0 0 00 9 om0 2 500w 5e s 14,000 . . .
Total ProjectMonies . . . .. ... .......... $ 1,208,000

51,208,000
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repair, fish passage improvement,
invasive species removal, fish census,
and community education projects.
'The remainder was spent on
planning, administration, project

... 59%
<. 14%
. 9%
. 8%
. 5%
.2%
.2%
. 1%

. . .100%

(100%)
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