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Flestol-dtion efforts in the Pac~f~  Northwest 
have taught us that habrtat pr~tection is essential 
to the health of salmon species, Rerearchers haw 
concluded that "depleted sulmm popula tim 

connot rebuild if any hobita t that a critical during 
any of heir life stages rs serlously c~mpromised."' 
This lesson extends as well to other fish, brtds, 
and mammals injured by the Exxon Vul&z oil spi I, 

Us~ng settlement runds, the Trustee Council is 
w k i q g  to PI-oted about 650,000 acres impor- 
tant for restoratbn,This will include at least 1,300 
miles of shoreline and 280 streams valuable for 
salmon spawning and rearing. 

TheTtustee Council has two habltat protec- 
tion programs, both of which work only with 
willing sellers.The Large Parcel Program pl-otects 
blocks of land in excess of 1,000 acres Negotia- 
tions with landownets have msulted In creative 
habitat protection measulrs that include fee 
simple purchases, conservation easements, timber 
easements and, in one case, establishment of a 
privately-run 65,000 aclP t-efuge. 

The Small Parcel Pmgram mognizes the 
special qualities and stmtegic value of srnalb-t&s 
of land, Small parcels are usually located on small 
coves, along important stretches of i i l ;  at the 
mouths of rivers,or- adjacent to valuable tidelands, 
often close to spill-al-ea communities,These 
piopeflies a n  acquired for their habitat qualities as 
well as for their rec~.eatianal agn~ficance, 

The year 1997 was a hallmark par for bath 
tk La~xe Parcel and Small Parcel programs. 

Western Prlnce William Sound: In 
February an agl-ecmcnt to transfer S95M acres 
of land in westem Prince William Sound wa5 

formally signed by Agr~cultum Secretary Dan 
Glickman, GoveinorTony K n d e s  and Cknega 
Corporation President ChuckTotemoff: Most of 
the tand will be managed as part of the Chugach 
National For&, w~th the state I-ectiving about 
16,000 ac~.es.The corporation received $34 

million far the land, 
$ I 0  million of which 
came from Exxon's 
criminal settlement 
with the federal 
government, 

The Chenega 
parcels include two 
d t h e  highest ranked I 
pa~rets in R-incc 
William Sound, 
jackpot Bay and Eshamy Bay-The uplands around 
these bays contain 22 anadl-omous streams and 
are responsible for most of the wild pink salmon 
and sockeye salmon pr-oduction in the western 
portions of the sound,'This exchange gives 
Chenega shareholders a chance to invest in oul- 
future without having to develop our land or cut 
our timber t o  do it:'Totemoff said during signing 
eti-emonies."Shareholden benefit economimlly 
and our traditions and subsistence lifestyle are 
protected:' 

Kenai Fjords:The culmination of thne 
pars of evaluation and negotiation was rzached 
febnrar y I 4 when the Trustee Council voted to 
acquire 32,537 acres of private inholdings within 
the Kenai Fjords National Park and the adjacent 
Alaska Maritime National Wildlife kfuge,]ust 
three months later; Intetior- Sec~wary Btuce 
Babbitt and English Bay Corporation President 
Don Emmal finalized the ag~aement during 
signing ctlrmonies in Washington, D+C. The 
$14. I million package includes some of the mosl 
valuable coastal habitat within the park, In 
Nwembe~; the majority of these lands w1.e 
tt-ansfw~~d to the National Parak Se~vice within 
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the Department of the Inte~io~: 
Ahgnak Island: In May the Trustee Council 

txnewed its offer to protect 44,300 ao-es of prim 
old-gmwth forest eskra~es and salmon seams on 
Afognak Island.The Council's action maiiled a $70 
















































