Fact Sheet: What is Natural Resource Damage Assessment
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Who has authority to undertake NRDAs?

Federal, State, and Indian tribal governments can make a claim for natural resource damages as
natural resource Trustees. The legal authority for Trustees to collect natural resource damages
comes from Federal laws such as the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and
Liability Act (commonly referred to as the Superfund), the Clean Water Act and the Oil Pollution Act.
State law (such as New York State Navigation Law) also provides the authority to collect natural
resource damages. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is not a Trustee agency;
however, the Trustees are working in close cooperation with EPA on remedial and NRDA activities.

How is NRDA different from site clean-up?

Collecting natural resource damages and restoring injured resources is not intended as a "second
cleanup." Cleanups focus primarily on eliminating or reducing risks to public health and the
environment. Trustees instead focus on injuries to natural resources and the associated service losses
that remain after cleanup. In addition, Trustees can collect damages for the injured natural resources
and resource services from the time of injury until restoration is complete. Cleanup actions are not
intended to address these "interim" losses.



Key Steps in an NRDA

1. Preparation of a Damage Assessment Plan
A plan for assessing damages to natural resources is produced by the
Trustees, with input from the public.

2. Injury Assessment and Quantification
Injury to natural resources is documented and the magnitude and
extent of the injury is determined.

3. Damages Determination
The magnitude of restoration required to compensate the public for
injuries to natural resources, the cost of that restoration, and the value of
any losses between the time when injury occurred and restoration is
complete are determined.

4. Restoration and Compensation Determination Plan
Specific restoration projects are evaluated and selected, with input from
the public.

5. Natural Resource Restoration
Selected restoration projects are implemented.

Ninemile Creek, tributary to Onondaga Lake

Where in the process is the Onondaga Lake NRDA?

According to the U.S. Department of the Interior regulations for the conduct of NRDA (43 C.F.R. Part 11)
the first step in a NRDA is the development of a Damage Assessment Plan. The New York State
Department of Environmental Conservation produced a Damage Assessment Plan in 1996. Since
publication of that Plan, the U.S. Department of the Interior and the Onondaga Nation have joined the
State as natural resource Trustees, and the Trustees and Honeywell have entered into a legal
agreement to pursue the NRDA cooperatively. At this time, the Trustees are creating an addendum to
the 1996 Damage Assessment Plan which will define the path of the assessment going forward. This
addendum will be released to the public for comment prior to finalization. Once the Damage
Assessment Plan Addendum has been finalized (Nov 2011), the Trustees anticipate undertaking assessment
activities, including review of available information related to natural resource injury, and conducting
new injury assessment studies, as necessary.

What is the role of the public in the NRDA process?

The Trustees are required to involve the public in the NRD process.
The Trustees look forward to communicating with the public in the
future through fact sheets, web sites, and public meetings.

Additional Information

For more information on the
Onondaga Lake NRDA, please
contact:

Anne Secord

U.$. Fish and Wildlife Service
607-753-9334
anne_secord@fws.gov

Andy Guglielmi

NYSDEC

518-402-9202
aoguglie@gw.dec.state.ny.us

Thane Joyal

For the Onondaga Nation
315-380-4522
thanejoyal@gmail.com
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