United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
1875 Century Boulevard
Atlanta, Georgia 30345

In Reply Refer To:
FWS/IR2 & 4/GULF/072246 April 7, 2020

Mr. Michael Sheets

Vice President/Operations Manager
Gold Creek Foods, LLC

Post Office Box 829

Dawsonville, Georgia 30534

Re: Invitation to Participate in a Natural Resource Damage Assessment for the Flat Creek Ferric Chloride
Release in Dawsonville, Georgia

Dear Mr. Sheets:

This letter is to provide Gold Creek Foods, LLC with notice that a Preassessment Screen for the Flat Creek
Spill was completed by the U.S. Department of the Interior (DOI), with concurrence from the Georgia
Department of Natural Resources (GA DNR). DOI and GA DNR are Trustees for natural resources and their
services potentially impacted by the release of hazardous substances at and from the Gold Creek Foods facility
located at 686 Georgia Highway 9 in Dawsonville, Georgia (Site). A copy of the Preassessment Screen is
enclosed and incorporated into this notice. The Preassessment Screen identifies, to the extent known,
information on the Site, the release of hazardous substances of concern to the Trustees, and natural resources
and natural resource services that have been or potentially have been injured by the release of ferric chloride, as
well as the Trustees’ authority to conduct an natural resource damage assessment under the Comprehensive
Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act.

Based upon the Preassessment Screen, the Trustees have determined that further investigation and assessment
is warranted. The Preassessment Screen will be used to direct the investigation and assessments, but will not
preclude consideration of other resources that may later be found to be affected. By this letter, the Trustees are
inviting you to participate in a cooperative assessment for the Flat Creek Spill. The cooperative assessment
approach provides a number of benefits, such as increased efficiency, reduced transaction costs, swift
resolution, and a focus on restoration to the potentially responsible party, the Trustees, and the public.

If you are interested in participating in a cooperative assessment to restore injured natural resources and their
services in and around the Site, please contact the undersigned, in writing, within 30 days of receipt of this
letter. If you have any questions, please contact Anthony Sowers, Toxicologist, at (912) 832-8739 extension 3.

Sincerely,

)

Leopoldo Miranda
Regional Director
Enclosures



cc: (via email) Tom Litts, GA DNR
Christopher Held, GA Office of the Attorney General
Clare Cragan, Office of the Solicitor, U.S. Department of the Interior
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