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.,FRIDAYI, SEPT. 27, 1996
was just another end of the week at
work In our Bangor office unti we
received a phone call late rn~dng from
DEP Indicating a ship had stru~~thç,,Mll
lion Dollar Bridge in Portland a4~J~Jwas
spilling Into the Fore River~

Based on several years of plannIng
with state and federal agencies for such
an event, John nney, IF&W’s i5II Spill
Biologist, and I began implementing the
oil spill response plan, We gathered our
gear together, hooked up th~,oll spill
response trailer, and headed to Portland.

As we traveiea south, the cell phone
was constantly busy, first contacting hi
okgtst Sandy Eldrldge In our Gray office.
Sandy was heading out to the Fo~e River
to make an initial assessment of potential
oiled ~1Idllfe and habitat. John also con
tactéd our bird rehabilitation contractoi
IBRRC, to put them on standby for travel
to Maine to set up a rehab center

By the time we anived In Portland,
a number of responders from several
agencies had gathered In a buddIng on
PortIand~ Harboc Sandy a
report of birds potentIally oiled In the up
per Fore River.
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The Julie N hits the Million Dollar Bricl~e on Sept. 27,, 1996. (CopyrIghted ; photographer unknown.)

WHAT HA PENED

At 11:05 a.m. on SpL 27, 1996, the
oil tanker Julie N, inbound with a cargo
of 8.8 million gallons of No. 2 fuel oil, .~

struck the south side of the Million - r

Dollar Bridge spanning Portland Harbo,r ~

between Portland and South Portland
as it went through. the draw span. .

Following the collision, the vessel proceeded on, mile up the Fore River to the
Rolling Mills terminal w -re it was boomed off.

In the collision with the bridge, the Julie N sustained a substantial hole to its
port bow area. The fonward bunker tank lost approxImately 93,198 gallons of lEO
380 heavy fuel oil The No. 1 port cargo tank lost approximately 86,436 gallons of
No. 2 diesel, totaling 179,634 gallons of spilled oil

High winds and extremely high tides on Sept 28 and 29 caused an unspecified
amount of Oil to be released from the boomed area and to be carried into the up
per Fore River and Stróudwater Marsh area, including Long Creek.

Recoyery efforts continued until dean up was declared complete on Dec. 2,
1996. .

Recovery rates for oi! spills typically range from 10 to 15 percent. Of the
179,634 gallons spilled In the Julie N spill, 140,994 gallons were recovered - a
recovery rate of 78 percent.

Booming requirements around the vessel and during transfer of oil are largely
responsible for the extremely high recovery rate. The final tally indicated that
while a very high percentage of the oil was recovered, approximately 38,618 gal
lons of oil wre lost to the environment.
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Flag Island Is one of the mo* important seabird Islamds~n Casco Bay.

By late afternoon, we were in a
conference with the governor gMng an
Initial assessment of the srtuation.

Through out the remainder of the day
and into~acwday, we began mobilizing
other IF&W staff, contacting the National
Guard to set up wikilufe rehab center in
the South Portland Armory, coordinating
with Tn-State Bird rescue, the rehab con
tractor for the company responsible for
the oil tankeç laying plans for a system
abc search for oiled birds, etc.

i~i4~, 200.9
was a quiet sunny day as I again drove
south towards PortIa~ñd to attend the

on the Gervals property in Scar
borough. To protect a portion of Scar

h Marsh and adjacent upland to
benelitspedes impacted ‘by the Julie N
Spill, the Je Natural Resource Trustees
were $327000
toward the purchase of the Gervals prop
elty. acquisition of the entire parcel
(46, acre~) was being completed with
coatrlbutlons’from the Town of Scar-

Land for Future Board,
of Scarborough Marsh, Davis

and Dudcs Unlimited.
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A large portion of the arcel is marsh
land that is partof an ecologically
significant blodc of conservation land
that will be added to the Scarborough
Marsh ~Midiife Management Area that Is
managed by the Departr ent of Inland
Flshe,iesandWikilife. Purchase of this
property will protect this portion of the
Scarbordbgh Marsh from further ledus
bi~ development and conserve vahiable
upland wildlife habitat for state endan

(federalca )New Ia
cottontail and other

Additionally the property provides an
I forinluating I

programs. The cothe
went smoothly a as I the building
that day I felt a sense of and that

we had accomplished much with the
settlement funds from the Ju le N Spill.
The return drive to my Bangor office was
quiet and uneventful

Between Sept 27~ 1996 ~nd A~ul 15,
2009, we spent mafl~ bou~ working on
behalf of the citizens of MaiRé, rnst to
care for oiled birds and then to docu
ment the spill impacts on ~ikillfe and
their habitats. Until the Nabna Resource
Damage Assessment report complet
ed and final settlement was reached ~~lth
the responsi~ party, we were well into
2000. InitIal pmJe~’compIeted by the
Julie N Nat~) Re~&~iJi’rustee c~6h-
cii with the approx1matê~y ~ million
settlement%r nat1~rraI
Induded two projects In Portland. 0
address the Irnp~s to na1~e~xm1n1uni-
ties of the unrec~redo~io
the harboç theJ k~Natura1R~&~
Trustees awarded a $350,000 grant to
the city of~g~iand for a PAil
Pm In December 2000. ibe objective
of this project was to r~&~loe th~eIs
PAIls (polycydic aro~tlc hydmc.adxm~)

fl
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bel tiansmitted to haibo~ thWgh
Portlanirs storm drain system by ta

edcleanlngof’ ~; st~e
partiriglots. P ~aretaanspóitedto
Portland . ..andotherpartsôfcasco
Bay in urban storm water runoft By pro
viding a new urn a and rehabih
tati anexistingtruclc, as well asother
equl nt, this project has given the
City of Portland highly effective tools to
remove these particles from the streets
and storm water collection system to re
duce the discharge of PAH contaminants
to the receiving waters The equipment
purchased with this grant was on display
at the dedication ceremony for the Fore
River Trail on the fifth anniversaiy of the
Julie N oil spill, September 27, 2001.

FORE RI’S ER IRA[L

To compensate for lost public recre
ational uses of the harbor, the Julie N
Trustees awarded a $125,000 grant to
Portland Trails In Octobeç 2000, for the
construction of a one-mile segment of
the For~ River Trail, and for interpretive
signage along the trail The trail con
struction was completed in the sum
mer of 2001 and dedicated In a public
ceremony on Sept. 27, 2001, the fifth
anniversary of the Julie N oil spill. This
addition to the Fore River Trail System
along an area of shoreline heavily oiled
by the Julie N splil provides an array of
recreational and ecological benefits to
the public.

FLAG ISLAND

To compensate for injuries and Interim
losses sustained by marine birds1 the Ju
lie N Natural Resource trustees contrib
uted $25,. to the Maine Department
of Inland~HsherIes and Wildlife to be
used toward the 5, purchase price
of flagIsla ,one of the most Important
seablrd n’istlng Isla In Casco Bay
Flag Island is located in the eastern sec
tion. Casco Bay Itlndudes262acres
ofuplaihabitat, 151aa~sof marine
intertidal.Wetland habitat and a 1.3-mile
~1ordnc: The Island Is designated as a
Natural R~wte Protection Area by the
Maine Department of Inland Fisheries

and Wildlife and is recognized as a Na
tionally Significant Coastal Nesting Island
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

RA GE T4UAN

In addition, the Julie N Natural Re
source Trustees transferred $50,000 in
settlement.fundsto. Maine Coast Heritage
Trust towards purchase of a perpetual
cdhservabon easement on the 75-acre
Ra~jged Island; loc~ed In Casco Bay In
the Ton ofHarpswell, Maine.. Ragged
lsd4aben Identified as a nationally
signifi ant nesting Islandrecomñierided
by state arid federal ag~ncIes for perma
hint protection. This Island:provkles mi
~~trñigratory, foraging and roo~ing
hâb1ta~ for shorebirds arid wading birds,
as~Bas wintering habitat for purple

~b~ack duck, common eider and
oth& wateffowi

S

Sca rough Marsh was initially
selected by the Trustees as the site of
a habitat restoration project to address
oil spill injuries to marine beds and their
habitat The purpose of this project was
to create salt marsh habitat for species
mpacted by the Jufie N spill by reducing

the extent and vigor o Phrag~fltes (an
invasive, non-nathie plan ) In the Dun-
stan Marsh portion of the Sca rough
Marsh by a combnatlon of’l
tidal exchange and removing water
that accumulates on the marsh p1ain~

The remaining Julie N settlement rtinds
were spent on studies in Scarborough
Marsh and related activities.

After the studies were completed It
was determined that the funds remaining
in the Julie N’~eWernent ~unt~ere
not nearly sufficient to meet Trustee
objectives for restoration in Scarborough
Marsh Several attempts were made to
gain matching funds to complete the
restoration project. First, through the US
Army Corps of Engineers, then the Natu
ral Resource Conservation Service, à~nd
finally a Coastal Wetland Gran None of
these funding attempts were suctessful

The results of these studies were
shared with local NGOs NRCS, Maine
Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, other agen
cies, etc. with Interests In the ma The
findings of these were a signifi
cant contribution to und~tandiog
of the Scarborough Marsh and its future
management for species Impacted by the
Julie N Oil Sj~1ll.

As a ,esutt~. Trustees began con
sidering other alternatives to meet our
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The Gervàis family of Scarb&ough Completed the säIe’~ót its 46~àcre propertyto IF&W for,
inclusion in the Scarborough Harsh Wildlife Management Area.
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Viskors read interpretive signage on the

remaining restoration objedves After
considering several options, the Ge’
vals property acquisition came to be
the preferred option. Working dosely
with Friends of Scarborough Marsh, and
with the assistance of many others, the
project became a reality and brought the
Julie N ~ga to a dose.

INAP RECIATION

With many thanks to the Trustee
Council representatives from NOAA
(John Catena, Matt CdlIns), U.S. 9sh
and Wilcilfe Service (Gordon Russell,
Mdty Sperduto) and Maine departments
of onservatlon (Dan Pridiani), Marine
R.esotntes (Seth Barker), and ErMron
mental Protection (Mark Ma m)
for their dedication and persistence In
accomplishing the tasks. Also sped~

gwen to John Kenney and
the many IF&W staff who helped In the
responseto JulieNspillandthe
Natomi Resou~e Natural R
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The Maine Department of Inland Fisheries Wildlife and
thank Dennis Gerwals (third from right) for his family’s dedsion to
of land Into as pert of the Scaitocough Harsh Wildlife
From are; Town Tom Hell, Itid,Shinny th~

Thist, u&w Regional Wildlife Lindsay, CD;
Mand~, and Richard Dressier, IF&~’s rqresentalive on

Tnistaes.
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